I76                           THE INDIAN MUTINY.                  CH. xvm.
ordinary English use. With these last we should have
been better supplied but for an excess of patriotism on
the part of the volunteers who accompanied the column.
They smashed to pieces the contents of the shop of a
Mohammedan tradesman, who dealt in European goods,
but who had joined the rebels. It was felt afterwards
that it would have equally punished the tradesman, and
been of more benefit to us, if the articles, instead of
being destroyed, had been brought into the fort, and
either sold or distributed.                                 ^
Having concluded my description of our first few days
in the fort, I will now give the reader a brief account of
the events that had obliged us to take refuge within it.